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tivation by inadequate drainage. Drainage works have
been undertaken on a small scale at the Huleh and the
upper reaches of the Jordan but the task has merely been
begun. The extent of the land that might be reclaimed
by irrigation and drainage would undoubtedly amount to
hundreds of thousands of acres.

Even more could be accomplished for agriculture in
Turkey by improvement of the methods of production.
The implements employed in the extractive industries
are well known to all who have visited the Near East,
The crotched stick-plow, the long-tined wooden winnow-
ing-fork, the ox-drawn threshing sledge are typical of
the level of agricultural production in the Levant. Not
only are the implements and tools crude, but the ideas
underlying fanning are equally primitive and rudimen-
tary. The familiarity of the barber surgeon or the vil-
lage quack is not farther removed from the realm of
modern medicine than is the knowledge and the practice
of the Eastern farmer from scientific agriculture. The
quack is being eliminated from society, even in the East,
but the ignorance of the peasant is as dense as ever and
his methods of production are as stupid and inefficient
as could well he imagined.

But the condition of agriculture is not hopeless. Pro-
duction can be stimulated, thus making it possible for
the country to support a larger population than at pres-
ent and to sustain this increased population in a higher
plane of living, culture, and civilization than is now
known. In fact, it is only by increasing agricultural pro-
duction, that a higher plane of living can possibly be
attained in tie Levant